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A Systematic Framework for Language Analysis 

What is Language? One definition is that it is ‘a structured 

system for communicating meanings’. 

The following table represents the structure of language as a 

hierarchy – building up from the smallest units to the largest. 

Discourse 

Text type and structure 

Semantics 

meanings 

Pragmatics 

Implied meanings 

Phonology 

sounds 

Graphology 

Marks on the 

page/screen 

Morphology 

Word structure 

Lexis 

words 

Grammar 

Sentence structure 
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How to use the Hierarchy 

• Begin at the highest point of the hierarchy ie. The discourse, 

semantics and pragmatics. 

• It is important that you understand what is meant and implied, 

without having analysed the smaller units that contribute to 

that meaning. 

Discourse – refers to the study of how 

language works beyond the level of the 

single sentence. It involves looking at 

how particular genres of text are 

structured. It also involves being aware of 

the context of the text including whether 

it was written or spoken, its purpose and 

audience. 

Semantics – is the study of 

how meaning is constructed, 

not just the dictionary 

definition but all the 

associated meanings. It’s 

about being aware of the 

shades of meaning that are 

attached to every word. 

Pragmatics – is the study of language in use. This involves the way that meaning is 

often implied and cannot be understood simply by knowledge of the sounds, words 

and grammar of language. 

Phonology – the smallest units of language. These are the sounds in the case of 

spoken language. 

Graphology – is the study of visual signs – the marks on the page or screen in 

written language.  

Morphology – looks at the way that words are formed from smaller units of meaning 

– morphemes. For example: un-rely-able = prefix (un), base (rely), suffix (able) 

Lexis – refers to the individual words used – ie. the vocabulary. 

Grammar – refers to structure ie. how words are combined to form meanings. 
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Genre 

• The term genre refers to the form, or type, of text. 

• A genre is a set of conventions that govern the way particular 

texts are written for particular purposes. 

• There are many texts which mix genres – adverts use this 

technique, for example you may be misled into thinking that 

junk mail is a personal letter. 

• Figure out the genre of the text first and then you will know 

what to expect. 

• Within a ‘genre’ you will then find sub-genres – for example 

the genre of ‘poetry’ can then be divided into different types of 

poetry such as ‘sonnet’, ‘haiku’ or ‘limerick’. 

 

Purpose and Audience 

• The relationship between the author of the text and the 

intended audience needs to be considered when looking at 

any text. 

• The purpose of the text heavily influences the use of 

language. 

• The audience of the text also heavily influences the use of 

language. 

• Both of these important factors must be considered whenever 

tackling an analysis of any text. 

Historical and Social context 

• The term context refers to the situation in which the text was 

produced. 

• The historical and social context in which the text was written 

is significant so always ask yourself what was life like and 

what was happening in the time in which the text was written. 
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Sentence Structure 

sentence 

standard 

complex simple 

minor 

compound 

There are four main types of sentence structure: 

 1. Simple sentences, with one verb group 

 2. Compound sentences, clauses linked simply by ‘and’ ‘but ‘or’ 

 3. Complex sentences, where there are subordinate clauses 

bound together by connectives such as ‘that’ ‘which’ ‘if’ etc. 

 4. Minor sentences which are fragments of complete structures. 

 Most texts use a combination of these structures (with the 

exception of minor sentences) so it is therefore not significant to 

comment that there is a variety. 

 

Effects of sentence types: 

 Compound sentence structures are sometimes described as 

loose or periodic. Their use is associated with rather simple 

forms of language. 

 Complex sentences are more formal and used to inform. They 

provide the reader with information (or in a literary piece; 

description). 

 Simple sentences are mostly used to make an impact. 

Especially if placed after a complex sentence. 

 



Poetic Techniques – SOUNDS and 

Patterning - PHONOLOGY 

Rhyme 

 The use of rhyme for end words in lines of poetry can be 

effective. If there is a repeated sound it throws emphasis on 

those words. 

Always read a poem aloud to identify particular sound patterns.  

 

Alliteration, assonance and consonance 

 Repetition of sounds is effective and again, if you read the 

poem aloud, it will be easier to see the effect of the sounds of 

the words. 

 Each type of word sound has a different effect in each context 

so make sure that what you say makes sense to that particular 

poem or text. 

 

Onomatopoeia 

 This is a description of sounds and is a feature of literary texts. 

As with any sound technique it all depends on the context of 

the words. Different sounds take on different meanings in 

different contexts. 

 

Figurative Language 

 

 Metaphors 

 Similes 

 Metonyms 

 Symbols 
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Lexis - Words 

NOUNS 

 Naming words   Abstract noun 

 Collective nouns  Tangible noun 

 Countable nouns 

 Pronouns 

 Proper Nouns 

VERBS 

 The doing words 

 In its infinitive – to go 

 Past tense / present tense / future tense... 

 You conjugate a verb to adapt it to its different tenses 

ADJECTIVES 

 Describing word (which is deceptive because often a verb is 

much more descriptive than an adjective!) 

 Comparative adjective 

 Superlative adjective 

ADVERBS 

 Give more information about a verb 

 Regular pattern adds –ly to the end of the  adjective (quickly) 

 Can also be used to INTENSIFY an adjective (Very pretty) 
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Pronouns Singular Plural 

1st person I We 

2nd person You You 

3rd person He, she, it they 


